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NEITHER TO BE ULTIMATUM NOR THREAT. WE HAVE CON-
DEMNED PROCEDURE. GOVERNMENT HAS GRACEFULLY RECOG-
NIZED [USEFULNESS] OF INFORMING THEM THAT ON CERTAIN
OCCASIONS COMMUNITY'S FEELING is SUCH THAT NOT GRANTING
REQUESTED RELIEF WOULD RESULT IN CONTINUATION OR
REVIVAL PASSIVE RESISTANCE NAMELY SELF-SUFFERING. I
VENTURE HOPE GENERAL SMUTS WILL BE PLEASED APPOINT
TIME GRANTING INTERVIEW. WILL REFRAIN FROM HANDING
THIS PRESS PENDING REPLY.1

GANDHI

Colonial Office Records: 551/46

216.  CABLE TO G. K. GQKHAL&

DURBAN,
December 25, 1913

GOVERNMENT'S REPLY OUR LETTER RECEIVED. THOUGH RE-
JECTING DEMAND ADDITION COMMISSION, IT LEAVES OPEN-
INGS NEGOTIATION, HAVE ASKED FOR PRIVATE INTERVIEW*

GANDHI

Servants of India Society

217.  CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE

DURBAN,
December 26, 1913

PRAY ASSURE HIS EXCELLENCY FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF
ME I WOULD DO EVERYTHING CONCEIVABLY POSSIBLE FOR
ME NOT EMBARRASS OUR GOVERNMENT, I ASSURE YOU HIS

1 Hie following telegram, dated December 29, was received from the
Minister of Interior; "Your wire 25th. Minister is pleased to note therefrom
that a more conciliatory attitude is being adopted by the leaders on the Indian
question. The Minister notes request for an interview but in view of misunder-
standings which have occurred in the past he would prefer that the points on
which it is desired to make representations be formally set out in writing.
The Government are prepared to give any reasonable representations their care-
ful consideration." Ft& also "Letter to Minister of Interior**, pp. 277-8L

2 It appears a similar cable was sent the next day to Lord Ampthill who
acknowledged it and earlier cables, adding that he was  "doing all that 13
possible".